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About the Seminar

As part of UNESCO’s on-going initiatives on the Tonle Sap Biosphere Reserve, UNESCO
and ITC will collaborate to provide a seminar for students of the Master of Water and
Environmental Engineering programme, to provide a platform to learn about
UNESCO’s Natural Science Initiatives, especially at the Tonle Sap Biosphere Reserve.

The objective of the Seminar is to enhance student understanding about UNESCO’s
role, as a multilateral scientific institution, in advancing and promoting Science, in the
interests of peace, sustainable development, and human-activity and well-being, in
close cooperation with a wide variety of partners.
The Seminar will introduce students to UNESCO’s mandate, and work in Natural
Sciences, including in relation to water resources management. The Seminar will
provide an opportunity for students to learn about the concept of UNESCO Biosphere
Reserves, including the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB), and
specifically in relation to the Tonle Sap Biosphere Reserve, where UNESCO is
undertaking various conservation and sustainable development initiatives. The
Seminar will also sensitize students about their important role, as young scientists, to
undertake quality research to promote conservation and sustainable development of
the TSBR. Through the Seminar, students will be invited to consider research topics on
the TSBR as a large lake ecosystem in Cambodia, as well as its linkages to the Mekong
region, and research best-practices from South-east Asia and around the world.

The Seminar will be delivered by UNESCO’s Natural Science project team, within the
framework of the Tonle Sap Biosphere Reserve project, being implemented with
support from the FAO-CAPFISH-Capture Programme, funded by the European Union.



Learning objectives 

The training will help students to understand:

• Understand UNESCO’s mandate in Natural Sciences, and for promoting

sustainable development of the TSBR.

• Understand TSBR’s ecosystems, and the economic, social and logistic

functions of Biosphere Reserves

• Brainstorm and share the main challenges facing the Tonle Sap Biosphere

Reserve

• Sensitize and mobilize the interest of students for research on the TSBR

• Promote youth-led activities related to the TSBR

Seminar Outline  

The 2-hour seminar will address the following topics:

1. UNESCO role in Science: by Mr. Sriharsha Masabathula
2. UNESCO MAB programme and TSBR initiatives: By Mr. Nissay Sam
3. Education for Sustainable Development: by Mr. Bram Wouters

4. GIS and scientific data management: by Mr. Bram Wouters

5. Governance and natural resource management, including water resources 

management: By Mr. Sriharsha, and Mr. Nissay


